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REPORT. 


Hon. Albinus Nance, Governor of the State of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Nebraska : 


Srz:—Pursuant to law your Board of Fish Commissioners beg 
leave to present their second annual report, showing the pro- 
gress of the work intrusted to them, together with the receipts 
of fish and spaun, and their distribution throughout the State, 
and the disbursements of moneys in carrying out the duties as- 
signed them. 

At the time of making our last annual report we had not suc- 
ceeded in distributing any of the California salmon fry then held 
by us. Since then these were all allotted to various gentlemen_ 
in different sections of the State for distribution in the public 
“waters in the immediate vicinity ot their homes, ав will be 
seen by the annexed: tables including, Some of these hatched 
out during the present year. Before detailing the various allot- 
ments of these fish your board desires to say that experiments 
with the California Salmon in numerous sections of the Union 
demonstrate the tact that this splendid fish can be raised even in 
the inland lakes of the interior of the. continent where/he has no 
egress to the briny waters of the ocean, and that actual observa- 
tions by practical fish culturists prove conclusively that it is a 
popular fallacy on the part of many who understand but little of 
the nature and vitality of fish when they assert that salmon can 
uot thrive unless he be allowed the use of the “salty seas.” 

- The Hon. N. K. Fairbank, president of the Illinois Fish Com- 
missioners, and president of the Central Fish Culturists’ Associa- 
tion, in the meeting’ of the last named body at Chicago this 
month, stated distinctly that he had seen and handled California 
Salmon of his own planting, which in a period ranging from two 
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to five years had acquired the enormous growth of, in one in- 
stance, “fifteen pounds,” while various other weights, from six 
pounds to fifteen, distinguished the ages and growth of the var- 
ious lots. When itis born in mind that these fish were located. 
in fresh water lakes, it seems such evidence should be conclusive 
of the adaptabilities of the salmon to our interior fresh waters. 

Dr. Livingston, of this commission, also relates that when he 
last called on your Excellency he met a gentleman from Weston, 
` Towa, who stated in the presence of yourself, Prof. С. D. Wilber 
Lieut. Governor Carns, Hon. H. D. Hathaway, of Lincoln, and 
the doctor, that he caught two California Salmon in one of the 
branches of the Nishenabotone river, below the town of Red 
Oak, in Iowa, last autumn, one of which weighed eight pounds 
and the other eleven pounds. Numerous testimonials of the 
growth and apparent acclimatization of this fish to our fresh wa- 
ters are found in the reports of other State Commissions, and 
your Board feel warranted in predicting excellent results from 
the few thousands already planted. The time for testing the 
planting of California Salmon has not arrived; but in 1884 these 
fisk “ШІ be caught in some of our streams of a size which will 
vindicate the statements of Hon. Mr. Fairbanks, of Illinois, You 
will see from the appendix of letters and statements in relation 
to this matter of salmon that the growth is unquestionable. 
When itis considered that the whole subject of transplanting 
California salmon to interior fresh water is of recent date, and 
that even the most sanguine and enthusiastic advocates of the 
movement were guarded in their expressions of probable success, 
we have great-cause for congratulations over the result. Judg- 
ing from the success which Commissioner Fairbanks announces 
as the result of his labors in cultivating California salmon, your 
commissioners feel assured that their labors in planting this fish 
in Nebraska waters will prove an equal success, and though a 
few years are required to enable the fish to grow, they urge that 
the planting be maintained every year until such time as the re- 
production is sufficient to maintain ‘this splendid fish as a cer- 
tainty in the streams and lakes of the state. 
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Had the means at the disposal of your commissioners been suf- 
ficient, we should have made proper efforts to secure the land- 
locked salmon (Salmo salar sebago). This fish thrives well without 
any salt water, and is perfectly acclimated to our inland lakes, 
and no doubt would prove a great acquisition. There are many 
other varieties which -your commissioners would have liked to 
plant in Nebraska, but we were so limited by the smallness of 
the moneys placed at our command that we had to postpone this 
work for some future day. 

During the past summer we received from Prof. Spencer F. 
Baird, U. 8. Fish Commissioner, at Washington, D. C., notifica- 
tion that our allotment of German carp were at St. Louis, Mo. 
We immediately despatched Mr. James ©. Romine to obtain and 
transport these fish to his ponds near the hatchery where the 
state spawn is usually hatched, which duty he performed so well 
that only two fish out of one hundred and thirty-five were lost in 
the carrying. We have received numerous applications for these 
fish, but have determined to retain them as breeders and distrib- 
ute the young fry from them in due season. 

This fish is perhaps the fish for the waters of Nebraska. It Пуез 
on vegetable matter, and will exist, and in fact thrive, in waters 
so muddy and befouled that other species cannot live in. Thus 
in the numerous streams of this state which are used by farmers 
for stock purposes, and thus kept in a roily state by large droves 
of hogs and cattle, no fish are found, but in just such water this 
fish will grow and fatten, while in the numerous ponds and lake- 
lets it will find an almost natural habitat. The German carp is 
not only hardy but is wondrously prolific. Those gentlemen 
who have given the most time to observing this fish, claim that 
a four-pound carp will yield 500,000 eggs, and that an eight or 
nine-pound carp will yield the enormous number of 1,500,000 
eges. This wonderfully prolific nature renders it desirable for 
the rapid stocking of the waters, but it is among the finest table 
fish for flavor, and excels mostly all others now uséd in planting 
through its wonderful growth, frequently during the months of a 
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single summer attaining six finches in growth. The localities 
best adapted for them are such as produce aquatic plants, to the 
stems of which their eggs, when deposited, adhere by a glutinous 
covering. Where wild rice grows they will undoubtedly thrive 
best, as they devour small grains which fall from the seed pods 
of aquatic plants voraciously. Frog spittle is readily devoured 
by them; small grains, meal, and the root crops generally serve 
as excellent food for them. Whenever the temperature of the 
water approaches to within ten degrees of freezing, they com- 
mence to hybernate, by burying their bodies in the bottom mud 
with their tails projecting, forming, what in Germany is termed 
“kettles.” These “kettles” or “rolls” usually consist of from 
fifty to one hundred fish. 

The citizens of this state have evinced a great desire to possess 
this fish, and the applications for salmon have surprised your 
board. We therefore take this opportunity of giving a few gen- 
eral directions for their transportation and planting. 

Whenever any person undertakes to remove fish fry for the 
purpose of transporting them to and planting them in other waters, 
he should take a thermometer with him, and ascertaining the tem- 
perature of the water in the ponds or tanks in which they have been 
raised, he should keep the water in his transportation cans about the 
same by occasionally testing it and adding either colder water or a 
little ice when it shows indications of growing warmer. When 
the little fish are crowded together in the transportation cans, 
the water soon loses its oxygen, and it should be aerated by hav- 
ing a large dipper at hand, and frequently dipping out and pour- 
ing back the water, a dipper full at a time. By this constant 
attention they may be transported a great distance. It is a 
dangergus and in fact a bad method to allow loose ice to remain 
in the cans, if these are placed in wagons, for the jolting of the 
vehicle will cause the loose ice to strike and kill the fry. In 
planting the fish, the can should be lowered diagonally, say at an 
angle of forty-five degrees, and the waters of the pond, lake, or 
stream. should be allowed to slowly enter the can until it is filled, 
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when it should be slowly submerged and gently turned upside 
down, till all the fry have escaped. The point where the planting 
should be made is of importanee, for once the fry are let loose, 
there is no longer any kind attendant to watch over and feed 
them, but they are let loose to shift for themselves, and it there- 
fore becomes necessary that we should. select a place for the 
planting which. shall, to the greatest possible extent, protect the 
young fry from the voracious maws of predatory fishes, and at 
the same time secure them the means of feeding. For these rea- 
sons it is recommended that, as far up stream as predatory fishes 
prey, no fry should be planted, but points selected beyond the 
reach of such larger fish, where the waters are shallow, such as 
are found near their sources. In ponds where preying fish are 
admitted, it is simply folly to plant any fry, as they are almost 
certain to be devoured by the larger fish. 

Your board realizes the great importance to the state of the 
trust reposed in them. The proper stocking of the waters of this 
state with food fishes judiciously selected, is destined at an early 
date to furnish a supply of the cheapest and most wholesome 
food, in quantities so large that any estimates reduced to figures 
‘ absolutely appear fabulous and chimerical. Thus far we have 
succeeded in hatching nearly half a million of California salmon ; 
and if half of these fish shall survive, at the end of five years 
their aggregate weight would be 1,875 tons, to say nothing of 
the increase. Of the 133 carp now held by your commission, 
allowing that two-thirds of them are spawners, there should be 
something near forty millions of eggs produced the next season, 
These enormous figures stagger even the credulous; but observ- 
ing naturalists, through patient observation, have ascertained the 
prolific character of fish production, and the knowledge they 
have obtained, though taken at widely different points, agrees 80 
nearly that we cannot help accepting them as facts. Every owner 
of a farm in this state, through whose property a stream runs, 
may by damming or excavation, or by running a ditch into a 
properly dammed ravine, secure to himself an abundance of ‘fish 
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food which itwill be almost impossible for him to exhaust. The 
cost and labor involved in making a fish pond are so insignifi- 
cant, compared with the results, that your board feels convinced, 
when our citizens fully appreciate this great work and åts won- 
derful profits, they will very generally raise their own fish)either 
for consumption or sale. 

When it is remembered that there are 6,485 miles of rive 
and streams and 11,160 acres of lakes in this state, besides nu- 
merous small streams and ponds not included in the above, the 
conviction forees itself upon the minds of all good citizens, that 
these waters are capable of supplying an immense quantity of 
the various fishes esteemed for food qualities. It is a matter of 
great importance to Nebraska that these waters should be prop- 
erly stocked; and to do this in the most economical manner 
deserves the attention and serious consideration of our Legisla- 
ture. ж 

There is no lack of light upon this work. Almost every state 
and territory in the Union has an organized board of fish com- 
missioners, and their reports are accessible to all. It is not only 
in America that these praiseworthy efforts are being used for the 
benefit of the masses, but in Europe a similar system prevails, “ 
and the wisest and best statesmen everywhere encourage it. 

To properly carry out the stocking of our waters in Nebraska, 
an appropriation adequate to the work should be supplied by the 
Legislature; and while these should in no wise be extravagant, 
they should at least be sufficient to enable your board to meet 
the requirements of the case. We only repeat the action of all 
other states, when we urge the purchase of a small tract of land 
upon which suitable springs can be found, and which in all other 
respects will furnish the conditions essential to successful hatch- 
ing. Upon this land there should be erected a small dwelling 
for the use of a resident Superintendent of hatcheries, and a 
suitable hatching house, supplied with necessary pipes, troughs, 
and hatching boxes. The means of excavating ponds for the va- 
rious kinds of fishes, the payment of a small salary to the Super- 
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intendent, the purchase of spawn and fry, of shipping cans, of 
paying transportation on spawn and fry, the expenses of tele- 
graphing, stationery, and other incidental expenses, should all be 
provided for ‘by the Legislature; and when once properly 
equipped, these expenses would dwindle down to the mere salary 


of the Superintendent and the incidentals attendant on the work: 


of the commission. , - 

То enable your excellency to see at а glance what these expen- 
ses would be, your Board beg leave to submit the following very 
moderate estimate: 


To the purchase of a suitable site for hatcheries.......... $1500.00 
For building hatchery and excavating ponds............... 1200.00 
For building small dwelling house for superintendent... 800.00 
For purchase of screens, lumber, pipes and necessary 


furniture for hatching...........ccsceesececeeseceeceseneeees 500.00 
Total amount invested only опсе.................... $4000.00 


To purchase of spawn, fry, and payment of 

incidental expenses incurred annually, 

рег аппта.Т............................... 22... 81500.00 %8000.00 
То salary of superintendent of hatcheries at 


the rate of $600 per annum................ 1200.00 


Total expenditures іп next two years $8200.00 


The first part of this sum, amounting to $4,000.00, will be in- 
vested in property accruing to the State, and this expenditure 
will only occur once. The other amount of $4,200.00 will give 
an amount of $2,100 to be expended annually, $1,500 of which 
will be for expenses and supplies, and $600 for salary of superin- 
tendent of hatcheries. The return to the State will be an in- 
creased amount of the best quality of food, which during the 
open seasons may be obtained by any citizen. There can be no 
question as to the value of the work which a properly supplied 
and well-directed effort can afford the state in this direction. 


inair родината, a ед А pahada ee ee EET ee EO 


10 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 


Millions of wholesome and fine-flavored fish can be permanently 
supplied to the state, and its rapidly increasing population be. 
afforded one of Ше“ best classes of food, for а comparatively in- 
significant sum. Your board has labored under great disadvan- 
tage, during the last twa years, from inadequate supply of means 
and their consequent inability to do as much for the state as they 
could have done had sufficient appropriations been supplied to 
them. The strict construction of the law would most likely 
have permitted the absorption of the $500 per annum allowed 
them for this great work by their own personal expenses. They 
have, however, used the moneys strictly for the payment of trans- 
portation, hatching, and making cans. Their personal expenses, 
to say nothing of the time devoted to this work and the exten- 
sive cbrreaponderies it involved, have been cheerfully borne by 
themselves, in the hope that even with the small sum allowed 
they could make an exhibit which would encourage the Legisla- 
ture to more extended efforts in fish culture and fish ООВ 
We give below the annual expenditures: 


STATEMENT OF COST OF FISH PLANTING FOR 1879. 


Paid Messrs. Romine & Decker for hatching............... 5167 66 
“ express charges on salmon spawn......... КТК 98 00 
“ for transportation cans, $19.00; record book, $15.50 84 50 
“ printing letter-heads and envelopes, ейс.............. . 9 25 
е hatching, $166.67; for transportation, $28.92 ....... 195 59 

l $500 00 


STATEMENT OF EXPENSES FISH PLANTING, 1880. 


Paid transportation salmon вралп.....2........2.. 4.5 ға. 26186 00 
“ telegrams received and sent from June, 1879, to date 72 68 
“ сате, transportation, and feeding of Жвһ............... 50 00 
“ transportation carp, cans, and cost of eels ............ 191 32 
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* $500 00 
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Та our report for 1879 we made а showing of ninety per cent 
of eggs successfully hatched, which was largely in excess of the 
ordinary result. Owing, however, to the inclement weather at the 
time of transporting and planting the fry, a large number of them 
died, Of the 400,000 hatched this year a large proportion of the 
eggs were defective, and the result did not quite reach seventy- 
five per cent. These unavoidable losses could in а great-meas-_ 
ure be obviated,if your Board had possession of a suitable hatch- 
ery and ponds. The hatchery of Messrs. Romine & Decker, at 
South Bend, Sarpy County, Nebraska, where the hatching for 
the State was done, had been erected by these gentlemen solely 
for the purpose of hatching the spawn of the brook trout of which 
they make a specialty, and it was only at the urgent solicitation 
of your Board that they kindly consented to use it for the State 
at the nominal price they did, and the thanks of the State are 
certainly due these gentlemen for their invariable kindness and 
attention to the wishes and directions of your Board. We be- 
_ lieve that with а more commodious hatchery and strict personal 
attention by a resident superintendent, hardly any losses would 
be sustained among the fry. It is not generally known, but it is 
nevertheless true that immediately after hatching, the fry sustain 
themselves without food, because the umbilical sac undergoes 
absorption, and on this life is sustained; as soon as it is absorbed 
they require food. It is therefore recommended by most parties 
who have made this branch of business a study, to plant the 
young fry as soon after they are hatched as possible; but the 
hatching occurring during the early winter months, the weather 
is frequently во inclement and cold, that parties making applica- 
tion for them do not arrive in time, and the young fry have to be 
fed. We have no tanks or ponds in which to place them while 
awaiting tardy parties, and therefore they are fed in the hatching 
troughs, This is a very injurious process as the troughs are 
small, the fish terribly crowded, and the water soon becoming 
contaminated, death is inevitable, and it is only by extraordi- 
пагу care,and exertion that any are saved. АП this could be 
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avoided if your Board had control of a State Hatchery with ade- 
quate arrangements for all emergencies, 

We sent out during the month of December, 1880, a lot of 
postal cards to the parties who had heretofore received fish from 
your Commissioners making enquiries as to their knowledge of 
the status of the fish. Only a few of these parties have thus far 
responded. 

The following is the card sent out: 


NEBRASKA Strate Волво or Fish COMMISSIONERS, 
Ртаттвмоготн, Nes., December 20, 1880. 


Sır :—We are about making up our Report for the incoming 
Legislature, and would feel greatly obliged if you would address 
a letter to the undersigned immediately, giving any information 
as to the growth and condition of the California Salmon, deliv- 
ered to you last year. Please state name of stream and time of 
planting, and any information you can give. Your letter will be 
ineorporated in the Report, and it is desirable to have it for- 
warded as soon as practicable. 

Respectfully, 
КОР?Т R. LIVINGSTON, 


In response to this card we received the following letters from 
parties signing the same. 


NEBRASKA Stare SportsMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 
Тлхсотх, Nes., December 12, 1880. 


Нон. H. 8. Kaley, Board of Fish Comm'rs, Red Cloud, Neb.: 


In answer to your inquiry as to the fate of the stock of Salmon 
fry sent to the Lincoln Sportsmen’s Club for the waters hereabouts, 
T һауе the honor to reply that after diligent search we have been 
rewarded by finding several of them still alive and in good con- 
dition in the waters of Salt Creek above this city. 

Salt creek is only impregnated with salt above the mouth of 
the small creek called “ Haine’s Branch,” and which is quite 
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salty. The fry were put into Salt Creek above the mouth of 
с Haine’s Branch,” where the water is fresh, and near the same 
place we found first asmall salmon imbedded in the ice, and far- 
ther along, where the creek was narrow, by cutting the ice and 
driving them down from above, saw several. | They have grown 
very fast, measuring between two and three inches, and are easily 
-distinguished from the sunfish and other minnows that ran by 
our lookout. i 

Below the moùth of < Haine’s Branch,” where the water is 
salty, no salmon were seen that were positively identified, and 
although we cut the ice in several places nothing definite was 
obtained. 

I observed, a few weeks ago, a good sized eel exposed for sale 
at Bohanan’s meat market in this city, which came from the 
Platte river, and which is no doubt from the car of fry emptied 
into the Elkhorn a few years ago between Omaha and Fremont. 
Sportsmen acquainted with eel have contended that they could 
not live in the waters of the Platte, but now we have an indis- 
putable instance, and there is no longer any question about it. 
I shall heartily join with you in recommending increased appro- 
priations for the purpose of stocking all the streams in Nebraska 
with both fish and eels. That oysters could be successfully 
grown in the salt pools of Nebraska I have no doubt, and hope 
the commis-ion will experiment in that direction, after we are 
fully supplied with fish. 

Very truly yours, 
J. С. McBRIDE, President. ` 


ОмаАНА, NEB., Dec. 24, 1880. 
Robi. R. Livingston, M. D.: 

My Drar Srr—On the 29th day of January, 1880, І received 
five thousand young California salmon, consigned to me by the 
honorable Fish Commission for planting in the Big Papillion in 
Douglas county. On the same day, І carried them to a point 
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above McArdleville and placed them in the above named stream, 
im six feet of water. ‘These fish were all in excellent condition, 
‘and seemed to take to their natural element in the best of spirits, 
In July I visited the stream and made а limited search, but did 
not succeed in discovering any trace of them, the water being 
deep and dark colored, and the fish doubtless being too small to 
rise to the fly. 
T can see no reason why they should not thrive well in this 
stream, and have no doubt another season will develop satisfac- 


tory results. 
Yours Truly, 


В. Е. В. KENNEDY. 


роза лии 


> 


Lincoty, Хев., Dec. 25, 1880. 
Col. R. В. Livingston, Platismouth: 


Dear Str—The five thousand young salmon I received from 
the fish commissioners, in January last, were placed in a pond on 
the headwaters of the Four Mile creek, in Otoe county. None 
have died. They still remain in the pond. They have shifted 
for themselves, and have grown and thrived, Many of them 
will now weigh, one-half pound. These five thousand salmon 
have so far proved a success. 

Yours Truly, 
О. Р. MASON. 


BEATRICE, NEB., ес. 25, 1880. 
Hon. Robi: В. Livingston, Platismouth, Neb. : 

Dear Str—In reply to your’s of the 20th inst., inform you that 
оп Ше 2ist of January last, I received 5,000 California salmon, at 
Lincoln, from Hon. H. S. Kaley, and deposited them in the mill 
pond in the Big Blue river, at Beatrice, the same afternoon. 
They were in excellent condition when transferred to their new 
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home, there being but two of ‘the little beauties” that gave evi- 
denée of ill health. 

During the past summer I have frequently inquired about them 
from those who are in the habit of fishing in the pond, but could 
learn nothing definite in regard to them, although it is reported 
that some were seen in the summer, about three inches in length. 
My own opinion is, that those that are not devoured by other 
fish will do as well as in any stream in the state. 

T hope I shall be able to inform the commission, at some fu- 
ture time, something more satisfactory in relation to their con- 
dition and preservation, as well as to satisfy myself about their 
qualities for “home consumption.” 


Very Truly Yours, 
NATHAN BLAKELY. 


Ховтн Prarrs, Dec. 29, 1880. 
СВ. R. Livingston, Esq., Fish Commissioner: 


. Dear Sir—In reply to your postal, would say, the California 
salmon sent here last January were placed in Birdwood creek, 
about twelve miles from its mouth, near Hinman Brothers’ 
ranch, They were placed in a spring pond emptying in the 
creek. They were observed a number of times during the sum- 
mer by Mr. B. I. Hinman, who informs me that in the latter part. 
of August or first of September, he saw in the pond a large school 
of the salmon, They were from four tosixincheslong. Shortly 
after this, a heavy rain raised the creek, which overflowed the 
pond and carried the fish out, as he has seen none-in the same 
place since. Have been unable to hear of any being seen іп any ` 
other locality than the one mentioned above. 


Yours Ту, - 
J. H. McCONNELN. 
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CLARKSVILLE, NEB., Dec, 27, 1880. 


W. L. Мау, Esg.: 

My Dzar Бтв: The salmon you sent me last January I put into 
Prairie Creek, about six miles north of town. They have been 
seen by a number cf citizens living along the stream, up and 
down, say eight or ten miles, and have grown some, and from 
what I am told they are now three to four inches long. Have 
not seen them myself, 

Truly, ete., 
W. R. MORSE. 


` Fremont, Nes., January 1, 1881. 


W. L. May, Esq., Fremont, Nebraska: l 
Dear Siz: Replying to your letter of inquiry regarding Ше: 
California salmon planted in the Rawhide, in January last, would 
say that I saw quite a number of them during the month of Sep- 
tember last. They were what I should call doing well, and from 
three fo five inches in length ; were seen about twelve miles from 
the mouth of the creek. 
Respectfully yours, 
ROBERT GREGG. 


* 


Norta Prarts, Dec. 29, 1880. 


W. L. May, Езд., Fish Commissioner : 

Dear Вів: In reply to your favor of 26th, would say, the Cali- 
fornia salmon sent here last January were placed in Birdwood 
Creek, near Hinman Brothers’ ranche, in one of the spring ponds 
that fecd the creek. They were observed a number of times 
during the summer by Mr. B. I. Hinman, who informs me, 
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about the latter part of August ог first of September he saw in 
the same pond quite а large school of the salmon, They were 
from four to six inches long. Shortly after this a heavy rain 
overflowed the creek and flooded the pond, and carried the fish 
out, ав he has seen none in the same place since. This pond is 
about twelve miles from the mouth of the creek. 

Yours truly, 


J. H. McCONNELL. 


PEBBLE, Dec. 30, 1880. 
W. Г. May, Esq.: 


бтв: Yours of 26th at hand to-day. We have seen lots of the 
fish we planted last January, at the same place we put them in, 
and some one mile above. Have not heard of any below the 
dam; but there must be, for they would, of course, ran over the 
dam. When the water was up, we saw them іп June by the 
hundreds, about two inches long, on an average. 


Yours truly, 
J. B. ROBINSON. 


CRETE, NEB., Dec. 25, 1880. 
Dr. R. R. Livingston, Platismouth, Nebraska : 


The fish referred to in your card were placed in the Big Blue 
river,’at this place, immediately on the arrival of same. Have 
never seen any of them since, and, think salmon culture on the 
Blue River a grand failure, from the reason that this river is a 
very muddy stream in summer, and salmon require clear waters. 


- 
+ 


Very truly yours, 
: GEO. W. ROPER. 
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The replies received are not ая numerous as we would have 
liked them to be, but sufficient can be gathered from them to 
show conclusively that the fish are alive and thriving, and only a 
few years more are requisite to insure the catching of salmon in 
Nebraska. That our labors should be steadily pursued, and the 
supply of fry increased jn such varieties as are best adapted to 
our waters, is an absolute necessity to insure a thorough plant- 
ing, and to this end it remains with the incoming Legislature to 
decide, as to them shall seem best, how far this important work 
shall be carried. 

Your Board does not propose to enter into any elaborate ar- 
gument ав to the propriety of the Legislature seconding our ef- 
с forts by allowing us adequate means wherewith to carry out this 
work. We point to the results in other states and to the work 
we have done, and we can only assure the representatives of the 
tax-payers of Nebraska that even as abundance of fish food is al- 
ready rewarding the efforts of the fish commissioners of other 
states, so will it be in Nebraska in due time if the means are af 
forded us of doing the work properly. 

In the spring we shall receive an additional lot of German carp, 
and it is our intention to secure a lot of eels for planting. We 

will not be able to procure any large numbers, as they are in 
great demand by all the commissions in the Union, but we shall 
allot them fairly so as to secure an even distribution. 

In conclusion, your Board beg to assure your Excellency that 
should adequate means be supplied it by the Legislature, we shall 
devote ourselves with renewed courage to this great and good 
work, and although it will involve a considerable loss of time 
from our occupations, without compensation, we shall endeavor 
by earnest efforts to convince the most skeptical that fish planting 
is а boon to any community which carries with it its own exceed- 
ing great reward, 

The sanitary and commercial importance of this undertaking 
cannot be overestimated, and іп a state like Nebraska, where her 
numerous and evenly spread waters seem to invite our labors in 


-- 


i 
STATE BOARD OF FISH COMMISSIONERS, 19 


this direction,jyour commission desires to assure all that if sup- 
ported by proper legislation they will cheerfully do their utmost 
to make this praiseworthy effort of our young state an unmistak- 
able success. . 

Before closing, we deem it only justice and proper courtesy to 
eall your Excellency’s attention to the uniform kindness and lib- 
erality of the railroads of the state in affording us every opportu- 
nity in their power to succeed іп our labor. Their liberality іп 
passing the commission and hired help with fish during trans- 
portation, free of all charges, and the assistance they have afforded 
us in every instance where called on, deserve the unstinted 
thanks of every citizen. We are very respectfully, 


Your Obdt. Sevts., 


W. L. MAY, 
H. 8. KALEY, 
ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. 


Board of Fish Commissioners. 


